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Austria-Hungary has not failed in good-will and friendly efforts to procure
a tolerable relationship with Serbia. It has, however, once more been shown
that these efforts are entirely useless and that the Monarchy will have to reckon
in the future with the stubborn, irreconcilable, and aggressive hostility of
Serbia.
It is thus the more imperative necessity for the Monarchy to break with
resolute hand the threads which her enemies wish to weave into a net about her
head.1
With this and sundry embellishments about the Russian peril and the
machinations of France, the memorandum was forwarded to Ger-
many at the beginning of July. With it went a covering letter from
the Emperor Francis Joseph to the Kaiser. " You will be convinced,"
he said in his closing sentence, " after the recent fearful events in
Bosnia that a reconciliation of the difference which divides us from
Serbia is not to be thought of and that maintenance of the peaceful
poliqr of all European sovereigns will be threatened if this hotbed of
criminal agitation in Belgrade goes unpunished."
This time the Kaiser's response was instant, and his emotions were
sincere. Within a few days Berchtold and Conrad had set the
Austrian war-machine in morion and laid their plans in such a way
as to exclude any subsequent repentance. Conrad had no doubt that
his favourable moment had come.
1 " Fifty Years of Europe," p. 404.
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